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Catriona 
and the 
Grasshopper 


BRYAN GUINNESS 


“ . .. beautiful story .. . elegantly illustrated by Roland 
A little girl moves to the level (in tempo and size) 

a courtly insect friend.” NAOMI LEWIS, Observer. 

“ ... eal joy to young and old. . . A story of the greatest 
charm with the lightest touch . . . The colour illustrations 
in particular are of rare artistic brilliance.” OTTO HERSCHAN, 
Catholic Herald. 12s. 6d. 





Coming Soon 


Periwinkle 
HOLLY BOURNE 


The story of a tiny mermaid, found on a fishmonger’s slab. 
who went to live with a human family, and of the mischief 
she got into. Illustrated. 10s. 6d. 


Ruth Ainsworth 
RUFTY TUFTY FLIES HIGH 


A new story about the adventurous Golliwog who gets 
carried away by a kite, and then flies home in style in an 
aeroplane. Tllus' 8s. 6d. 


The Cave of Cornelius 
PAUL CAPON 


Four friends set out to explore a cave they are sure holds 
a secret. What they find is as strange and exciting as the 
journey that leads to it. Illustrated. 11s. 6d. 
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NELSON 
JUNIORS 


the new series 
of paperbacks 
for boys and girls 


Here are the first ten NELSON JUNIORS. Each 
has a full-colour wrapper and plentiful black 
and white illustrations. 


THE FIRST TEN TITLES EACH 2 / 6 


FICTION 
HE SWISH OF THE CURTAIN PAMELA BROWN 
ARJORIE & CO. LORNA HILL 
OCOMOTO—COWBOY CAVALIER REX DIXON 
HE ISLAND CASTLE MARY FITT 
EMLO AND THE MARTIAN GHOSTS E. C. ELIOTT 
SSA AND SOME PONIES LADY KITTY RITSON 
HE HOUSE OF THE PELICAN ELISABETH KYLE 


NON-FICTION 
HE PUZZLE MINE H. E. DUDENEY 
OW | BECAME A BALLET DANCER PEGGY VAN PRAAGH 
OP-LINK LOCOMOTIVES NORMAN McKILLOP 








HARRAP BOOKS| 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


* For Younger Children 


THE STORY OF FATIMA 
RENEE HUGGETT 


This is the simple story of the three 

children who, in 1917, saw visions of 

the Virgin Mary at Fatima, Portugal. 
Illustrated by J. S. GOODALL 


_ ae 6/- 
MORE ADVENTURES OF 
PINKIE 

AGNES RUFF 


author of “The Adventures of Pinkie” 


Pinkie Brown and her ues brother 
Poppet are already favourites with 
children who like gay eventful stories. 
Everything makes for lively adventure 
when Pinkie is around. 

Illustrated by CONRAD BAILEY 
ras 7/6 


NEW GUINEA 
FOLK-TALES 


BRENDA HUGHES 


A collection of delightful tales about 
the simple, friendly people who sail 
their canoes among these sunny 
islands. 

Illustrated by MICHAEL BRETT 
- x 5” 6 Pe 


Harrap’s fFunior Fireside Series 


THE SEVENTH CHILD 
DIANA HARDMAN 
author of “The Children at Windylaw 
Farm,” etc. 
These stories of Normandy village life 
are told by Lucky Pascal, the seventh 
child of a seventh child. He describes 
ee and how he became a 
ef. 
Illustrated by F. GLEN STEWARD 
7h" x - 5/- 


HARRAP, 182 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, WwW. 


















* For Older Children 


FURY, SON OF THE WILT 
HAZEL M, PEEL 
Fury is a brumby stallion. The ¢ 
ing story of his early life in the 
Australian bush is full of interest 
adventure. Eventually, his days 
freedom are brought to a close ang 
accepts the discipline of his ow 
Illustrated by 
Joan KIDDELL-MONRO 
8” x 


LONDON’S WONDERFUL | 
BRIDGE 
PHILIP RUSH 
author of “He Went with Damp 
etc. 
This book describes the plots 
pageants, fires and funerals, disa 
and displays, that ae centred on 
famous landmark during the six 
years that ended when 
present bridge was built. 
Illustrated by NANCY SAYE la 
i x a 
A GLANCE AT HERALDRY 
IRENE GASS 
author of “Through an Opera of 
etc. 
This book is a simple introductic 
the study of heraldry, intended fo 
beginner. The author outlines 
the — = this ancient but 
Sees est 
Illustrate by CONRAD BAI 
some in colour. 
84” x 53” 


WE GO TO IRELAND 
SYLVIA L. CORBRIDGE 


“The competent and widely readf 
Go’ series” is how the Timesff 
Supplement has described these Uj 
Miss Corbridge is the author of 
Go to Holland. Previous titles i 
series include We Go to Paris, Vi 
to Denmark. Each fully illus@ 
7. with a map. 
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ASKEWS OF PRESTON 























Wilt The firm whose reputation stands second 
The e to none as suppliers of library books for young 
in th 
interes people of all ages 
Ss 
dose pa Large and varied selection. Immense 
she stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
INROES cordially invited 
FUL | | 
| JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
: Daud CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON : 
a“ Telephone 5049 #3 guruessrenntgtat? 











Gohn Birks Ld. 


Penguins — Pelicans — Puffins 
Victoria and Albert Museum picture books 







> BAe : 
Dryad handicraft books 
D in cloth bindings 
9GE ff All titles in these famous series are available 
7 in our washable, waterproof cloth bindings 
these b 
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Illustration by P. Jackson from Secret of the Rocks (Lane) 
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lustration by J. Kiddell-Monroe from Japanese Tales and Legends 


*“Choose Something Like A Star” 
by C. DuFF-STEWART 


recent editorial in Books and Bookmen 
pointed out that “one of the major defects 
of our educational system is that there is 
no dynamic approach to the problem of 
introducing books to children. Not only is 
po little money made available for books but it is 
bo often wasted by appalling standards of book 
e) flection. Teachers . . . often select books quite 
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haphazardly . . . the public libraries, with a fe 


shining exceptions, are often no better in thi 


important aspect of their work.” Parents are n 
mentioned, but a survey of books given to children 3 
presents (Library Association Record, April, 195§ 
showed that, on the whole, these comprised annua 
and stories by the most popular hack-writers of th 
day. 

Now a child’s choice in books has always depende 
upon what was at hand and that has depended, main! 
on adults. This is still true, but whereas in the pa 
the choice was limited by the small volume of book 


published for children and by the prohibitive cos 
today thousands of books for children are publishe 
each year, there are more public libraries with speci 


departments for children than ever before, and mo 
people (especially since the advent of Pengui 


Puffins and the like) can afford to purchase book 


Add to these factors the false interpretation of so 
modern psychology which substitutes “free expressio 


for education and it is easy to see why the standard , 


book selection by parents, teachers and librarians 
as appalling as the editorial quoted suggests. T 


great modern myth is that children are full { 
instinctive wisdom and one of the major defects | 


the educational system today is the confusion 


censorship with guidance. One of the definitions | 


“child,” according to the dictionary, is “one you 


in experience, judgment and attainment” and tl 
meaning of “educate” is “to train and develop tl 


intellectual and moral powers.” A child is a chi 
and needs guidance, in books and reading as in oth 
things. 

Few people in the western world today wou 
argue the importance of reading but ma 
unconsciously think of it as an end in itself and wou 
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a fe query the importance of selecting books with care. 
| thi “What does it matter as long as they read?” is a 
r€ n@ familiar question to children’s librarians. It has been 
ren @ estimated that between the ages of seven and fourteen 
195 a child can read only about four hundred books. To 
nnua§ teach a child to read and then turn him loose without 
of thi any guidance into the wilderness of books available 
is dangerous, because the good books are often 
vendel drowned in a spate of books that are not good but 
nainl§ merely new. When Arthur Ransome opened the 
i€ pag Children’s Bookshop in London some years ago he 
boolf said, “Children, in the delight of being able to read, 
€ COM are omnivorous. Even the shoddiest stuff is made 
Slishq marvellous by the miracle of being able to read it. 
speci But the sad thing is that the reading of shoddy stuff 
1 mo# makes it more and more difficult for a child to read 
nguini anything else. If the library shelves are full of such 
boolf stuff how is the child to know that he is missing 
f sonf something better, that he is blunting his own powers 
€ssiolj of reading and may for the whole of his life be cutting 
lard q himself off from one of the most precious of all forms 
‘1ans § of experience?” 
. I The importance of what a child reads in those few 
full q@ years cannot be overestimated. Children need books 
ects @which can be related to their lives and which will 
10N Fteach them how to live, not escapist dope which dulls 
10NS | the imagination and senses and too often presents false 
you values of life. Presenting the case for children’s 
nd tH literature as a part of the main stream of literature 
lop tH and stressing the importance of good books for 
a chil children, Lillian H. Smith wrote, in The Unreluctant 
n otht Years, that “we should put into their hands only the 
books worthy of them, the books of honesty, integrity 
woUfand vision, the books on which they can grow. 
maf Reading which does not stretch their minds not only 
| wollwastes their time but will not hold children 
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permanently.” Janet Adam Smith, in her introduction§ re 
to The Faber Book of Children’s Verse, says that shef be 
and many others have found that the poetry enjoyed lil 
between the ages of eight and fourteen stuck in their re 
minds without any deliberate learning in a way that an 
poetry learnt more recently did not: “so it seems§ Li 
reasonable to give children poems to read at this age sh 
that they will like to find in their heads twenty orf po 
thirty years later. So to the main purpose of this ch 
collection, which is to give you pleasure now, I wouldf lit 
add a secondary one: to stock up the attics of yourf{ to 
mind with enjoyment for the future.” If a boy orf an 
girl can only, at the most, read four hundred books a : 
between the ages mentioned, should they not be good§ V 
books, books that he will want to find in his headf th 
twenty years later, rather than bad or even mediocre§ Be 


books ? Di 


The answer to “What is a good book for children?” 
is something which every children’s librarian, at least, 
should know. The definition given by Geoffrey Trease§ PU 
in Tales out of School seems to me to provide a most 
satisfactory touchstone to any children’s book. The 
good book for children, he says, is one which _ uses 
language skilfully to entertain (notice that this comes 
first : a good book is not synonymous with a dull book), 
to represent reality, to stimulate the imagination and 
to educate the emotions. Theoretically every 
children’s librarian, teacher and parent should apply 
these criteria to every book before buying it for a 
child. Practically this is impossible, of course, but 
there are several annotated bibliographies designed 
especially to help in this difficult matter of choosin; 
“the right book for the right child at the right time.’ 
In Four to Fourteen, compiled by Kathleen Lines 
Books for Boys and Girls, edited by Jean Thomson] S¢! 
and the Library Association booklists can be found 
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ction reliable information about good books which have 
t shel been tried and tested satisfactorily by children’s 
oyed§ librarians and by boys and girls themselves. Reliable 
theirf reviews of new books appear in The Junior Bookshelf 
that. and the children’s books supplement to the Times 
eems§ Literary Supplement. Children’s librarians certainly 
; age§ should read and evaluate for themselves as much as 
ry org possible, of course, and there are many books about 
this§ children’s books and reading which every children’s 
rould§ librarian should have read and should be busily trying 
yourg to introduce to teachers and parents: Books, Children 
yy ors and Men by the French scholar Paul Hazard, makes 
ooksf a stimulating introduction to the subject; Bequest of 
good§ Wings and Longer Flight by Annis Duff comprise 
head the story of one family’s life with good books; About 
iocrey Books for Children and Books Before Five by 
Dorothy Neal White, analyse the different types of 
-en2"| children’s books and give examples of each; and there 
least] 2" many more. The most significant book yet 
‘reaseq Published and one which is rapidly becoming the 
most{ Bible” of children’s librarians is The Unreluctant 
The Years; a critical approach to children’s literature, by 
. Lillian H. Smith, an inspiring book which sets forth 
athe basic standards by which children’s books should 
.\§ be judged and which is a mine of information about 
good books for boys and girls. 

Nothing I have said so far will, I am sure, have 
\f provoked anything but agreement from the regular 
subscribers to this periodical. Theoretical agreement 
is not enough. The fact that such an indictment as 
the one quoted from Books and Bookmen could be 
ysing Published at all is indicative of the small minority 
4 who are putting such beliefs into practice. Publishers 
and Booksellers would be delighted to publish and 
sell only the best, if they could still make a decent 
living by doing so. That they cannot is a reflection 
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on the standards of taste of most parents, teachers and 
children’s librarians. The onus is on the children’s J Sn 
librarians for they, on the whole, wield the greatest § att 
influence in this field. The chain of publisher- § jf, 
bookseller-reader encloses a narrower sphere than that § co; 
of publisher - bookseller - children’s librarian - reader  [f 
since more children borrow books than buy them. § ste 
Many things could be done to improve the situation; f tel 
the library schools could emphasise much more than § Su 
they do at present the importance of book selection § wi 
in children’s libraries and try to inculcate in their § sw 
students some critical acumen. The ability to produce po 
an excellent dictionary catalogue is not, I submit, half his 
as important as the ability to distinguish between a 
good book and a mediocre one. Chief Librarians 
must let their children’s librarians have a free hand 
in book selection; too many children’s librarians have 
to work with a bookstock chosen by librarians who 
are barely interested in children’s libraries and who 
know little about children’s books and reading. 
There could be more co-operation between publishers, 
booksellers and librarians. To moan about lack of 
money, lack of space and lack of staff is putting the 
cart before the horse; first produce educated librarians 
(and teachers and parents) who are capable of 
fulfilling their most important function with regard 
to books, and the other things will eventually come. 
What matters is that the parent, the teacher, the 
librarian should be capable of choosing and willing 
to choose books for children, books which will awaken 
them to a larger world than the one they instinctively 
know; books which will give the wonder of romance 
to the imaginative child, books which will give the 
wonder of reality to the practical child; to make sure, 
in effect, that as many children as possible are given 
books which will help rather than hinder their growth. 
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“It is largely in childhood,” writes Janet Adam 
Smith, “and largely through books that we learn of 
attitudes to admire, which we can then try out in real 
life . . . the attitudes we finally choose will, whether 
consciously or not, affect our behaviour all our lives.” 
If the attic of a child’s mind is stored up with the 
stereotyped emotions of poor books, newspapers, films, 
television and comics, his growth will be stunted. 
Such emotions will make him less capable of coping 
with real situations and will “condition” him to 
swallow the insidious baits of commercial and 
political mass-educationalists. Robert Frost, in one of 
his poems, suggests that 

“... when at times the mob 1s swayed 
To carry praise or blame too far 
We may choose something like a star 
To stay our minds on and be said.” 


We cannot tell what the children of today will have 
to cope with in the future, but those boys and girls 


who furnish the attics of their minds now with books 


of integrity, honesty and vision will have a star to 
stay their minds on. In the final analysis, as we know, 
such stars have illumined the world in all its dark 
phases in the past. It is up to all of us who care for 
children and books to help with that attic furnishing. 


















a= a” BO 

\\\. \ 
we oe ey NAAN man NN 
AN Wwe bea LNG ee ep ay ey ae 


L. Atkinson from Badger’s Wood (Heinemann) 
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The New Books 
FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Ditton, E. Aunt Belinda’ Cats. Illus. by C. 


Wa 


2 § Brooker. 84 pp. 74 X 5 . Hamish Hamilton 6/6 
Ze, A simple but entertaining story for small children who 
ZZ, like cats. Most people in the village of Durrow objected to 
ts, cats in their houses, but after the flood they found there 


\\ 


could be worse nuisances. And Brian’s holiday, despite a 
rather inauspicious beginning, became so satisfactory that he 
likes to repeat it in other summers. A better than average 
story of its kind, this is worth a type of production less 
reminiscent of the old cheap products. 


Hocan, I. Twin Kittens. Illus. by the author 





ZG 45 pp. 84 X 53 , ‘ it Dent 6/- 
GA companion volume to a now well known series or 
LF similar books by this author-artist. Simply told, with large 
AGA type and pleasant and amusing pictures this will be welcomed 
ZA by most younger readers. 
LZ 
A Houcn, C. The Hampshire Pig. Illus. by the author 
BA 95 pp. 8X5. . Hamish Hamilton 8/6 
AE 7 Fox Green became very disturbed when a variety of 
ZZ things, from a leg of lamb to a hair dryer, a case of scalpels 
QZ to three volumes of The Sporting Life disappeared from 





various houses. Slight suspicion fell upon poor Mrs. Harris, 
but when the thief marked his work by a drawing of a pig 
the children knew the woman could not be guilty. Actually 
the plot and its outcome is not very convincing, but the story 
is entertaining enough, with odd characters like Miss Pearson, 
her friend Mrs. Clifford, Mrs. Harris herself, events like the 
flower show, the children’s games and Paul’s amusing rhymes, 
written during his “sittings” to Miss Pearson. The 
illustrations are apt and expressive and the tale is told with 
verve and insight and will undoubtedly be popular. 


REEVES, JAMES (Ep.) A Golden Land. Illus. by G. 
Conway and others. 496 pp. 9 X 6 . Constable 25/- 
Mr. Reeves has achieved eminence in many fields, of 
poetry, criticism, fiction ; but it seems possible that he will 
enjoy a most enduring reputation as an anthologist. For 
ann) this work he has many good qualities: judgment, a sound but 


\\ 
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unconventional approach, wide knowledge, above all flair. 4 
Golden Land is a lovely big book. Children will love it for 
its noble bulk, for its style and its variety. In every library 
and every primary school and in those homes where it can 
be afforded, it will have the status of a “best book.” 


Mr. Reeves has searched the literature of all ages for 
tales and poems which may be read to very small children 
and which children will want in time to reread for themselves, 
They have “some quality of language which will give pleasure 
long after the novelty has worn off.” Mr. Reeves 
introduction, which some children may stumble upon but 
which every parent and teacher should read and ponder, is 
full of wisdom and fundamental simplicity. 


There are a few novelties in the book, by Tove Jansson, 
Eve Garnett (a characteristically delightful tale), Mary 
Norton and others. It is also interesting to read some old 
favourites which are difficult to find in their original form; 
among them two of the ill-fated “Porpoise” books, Ardizzone’s 
Paul and V. H. Drummond’s Flying Postman, and 
Ardizzone’s Nicholas and the Fast Moving Diesel (soon to 
be re-issued by Oxford), all of which stand up well a 
individual and eloquent short-stories without the benefit of 
most of their original pictures. 


This, in fact, is one of those rare books over which no 
expense, of care or money, has been spared. It is an act of 
faith on the part of editor and publisher. Every detail ha 
been planned with care and good judgment, and_ the 
arrangement (a test of any anthology) is such that one can 
read straight through or roam at will with equal enjoyment 
A good book. 


















ReinuHarpt, F. Brighteyes. Illus. by Benedek 
98 pp. 94 X 6 ; : . Constable 10/6 


A charmingly produced and mildly entertaining story o 
a golden hamster first seen in a pet shop. He is bought 
a present for the young Ritchie family and causes muc 
interest and excitement by his antics, not least when “he 
produces a family of four. Much information about th 
origin, habits and instincts of these small animals is wove 
into the simple and amusing story which will no doubt cau 
many small children to press for the addition of a simila 
animal to their own homes. 
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ne Tales Told Again WALTER DELA MARE 
easure Re-tellings of famous fairy-tales, first published many years 
Jeeves? ago and now freshly illustrated by Alan Howard. 15/- 
» but 


End of Term ANTONIA FOREST 

A new story about the Marlows, by the author of Falconer’s 

Lure and The Marlows and the Traitor. 12/6 
‘ 


That Night VICARS BELL 


A nativity play, well within the reach of children of from 10 
to 12 but not too juvenile for older players. It has been in 
use for years in a country parish. With a stage plan and music 
for a song. 6/6 





Cosmic View The Universe in Forty Jumps 
KEES BOEKE 


This unique book takes us on a graphic journey through the 
universe — to the edge of infinity in one direction and to the 
nucleus of the atom in the other. It is introduced by Dr. 
Arthur H. Compton, the Nobel prize-winner in physics. 

With 40 illustrations. 15/- 


Clever Hands 
A Book of Arts & Crafts for Boys & Girls 


RICHARD SLADE 


Dealing in a straightforward way with weaving, plaster casting, 
papier maché, glove puppets, wire modelling, printing ra. 
graphs, oil painting etc. With 24 photographs. 10/6 


PO STTODOIG TOO OIIN DOT 





Please write for complete catalogue of Books for the Young 
to Faber and Faber Ltd., 24 Russell Square, 
London, W.C.1 


99099 9999999999999 99O90O 
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COMING IN MARCH 


Two new titles to add to your shelf of favourite books 


Mister Penny’s 
Racehorse 


by MARIE HALL ETS 


Readers of MISTER PENNY will be delighted with 
these further adventures of his animal family, especially 
Limpy the horse who thinks that the bandage on his leg 
makes him look like a race horse. They still get into 
mischief trying to help Mr. Penny, but Limpy manages 
to earn enough for them all to ride on the Ferris wheel 
at the fair. Illustrated in black and white by the author. 

9/6 net 


and 


Five Bushel Farm 
by ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 


Andrew travels north to Maine with the Titcombs, when 
his Father is presumed lost at sea. At Penobscot he is 
left to earn his keep with the Hallets. Nearby is the 
little house on sleds where Sally and her aunts and uncles 
are living until their farm is built. Sally makes a good 
playmate and here Andrew lives happily until one day 
his father appears in the town to complete his happiness 
and take him home, after waiting until Five Bushel Farm 
is completed. A sequel and companion volume to AWAY 
GOES SALLY. Illustrated by Helen Sewell. 10/6 net 


64 Great Russell St., London, W.C.11 == 
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Wituiams, U. M. The Moonbaill. Illus. by the 
author. 141 pp. 8 X 5 . Hamish Hamilton 10/6 
The half dozen children of the village were playing 
cricket when a sudden storm came on and left behind it a 
strange globular creature. At first no one thought it was 
alive, but after a time it behaved so oddly, especially for 
Nipper, who loved it, that all became attached to it. But 
trouble arose because “Pro,” the Professor’s son, felt that 
his father should be allowed ‘o investigate the creature. 
Reluctantly the others allowed this, but grew tired of his 
tardiness and poor Nipper got into sad trouble about it. But 
in the end the Moonball departs and there is a happy ending 
for Nipper. 
Interesting of its type, this story is mainly fantasy, so 
not likely to appeal to more matter of fact children. 


Witson, B. K. The Wonderful Cornet. Illus. by 
R. Briggs. 96 pp. 74 X 5 . Hamish Hamilton 6/6 
A brisk and satisfying little story of Jim, the 10 year-old 
son of a miner and his friend David. Jim’s father played 
the cornet in the local brass band and it was Jim’s job to 
clean the instrument every Saturday. For this he received 
ninepence, and when he had saved ten shillings his mother 
had promised to buy him a wrist-watch. The day came when 
the brass band was to compete with others in the nearby town 
and all arrangements were made for Jim and David and their 
mother to meet father and the band at Tonmouth. 
Unfortunately the plans were disrupted by the arrival of a 
baby sister on the same day. In the end Jim and David went 
alone by train and in charge of the precious cornet. Tragedy 
almost overtook them but by good luck was averted and all 
ended happily with the Hammingtor Brass Band winning the 
silver cup. 
The mining village and the small details about house 
and family are real and the simple but clear cut incidents will 
interest young readers. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


Cross, A. Thorwald’s Plan. Illus. by D. Bates 
120 pp. 8 X 5} , , ‘ Macmillan 10/6 
The familiar, almost threadbare basis of this story, with 
father and mother absent and the expected adult company 
unavoidedly detained, is redeemed here by the unusual setting 
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in Northern Norway 100 years ago and by the fact that the 
two children welcome the opportunity to carry out a definite 
plan of work. ‘The plan is to earn sufficient money to pay 
off the remainder of the mortgage on their farm, and with 
the help of the Lapp boy, Kautokeino, they succeed in doing 
this. In the progress of the story much is learned of the daily 
life and customs of the country, and if the killing of the bear 
seems almost too fortunate for real credibility it is no doubt 
possible, and other exciting events are sufficiently leavened 
with daily life to be acceptable. 


Garnett, H. Secret of the Rocks. Illus. by P. 
Jackson. 192 pp. 8 X 5} , Bodley Head 12/6 


This book will no doubt be pcpular since it first appeared 
as a series of Children’s Hour broadcasts. The Quaker 
ironmaster, Cornelius Beale, is much opposed to the new 
railways which are taking some of his trade, but in the end 
he is obliged to give way to modern progress. This conflict 
is the background theme of an exciting story of smugglers 
and boat thieves and their attempts at revenge. 


Jarvis, M. A. Your Book of Diving. Illus. 71 pp. 
6S UT . Faber 9/6 


Aimed, it would seem, at the younger reader who is 
already quite at home in the water as a swimmer but who 
still feels that a plunge from the side is as much as he dare 
attempt and who looks with awe at the performances of those 
wonderful young friends who dive from boards of what seem 
tremendous heights, this book with its wealth of photographs 
and drawings should fire his determination to emulate. It 
all looks extremely simple, and those who follow the book's 
instructions will be amply rewarded as they rise from height 
to height. 


LampLucH, L. Rockets in the Dunes. Illus. by W. 
Stobbs. 192 pp. 8 X 5} : Cape 13/6 


It might be a pity if the idea got about that persuading 
any government department, least of all the War Office, to 
release from its rapacious paws any delectable bit of the 
countryside is as easy a matter as it would appear from this 
story. A few children parading the town with not very 
original slogans on sandwich boards, even a delightfully 
it and a rather vague protest meeting singularly lacking in 
dilapidated old yellow taxi with an Egyption inscription on 
cogent argument would seem to fail in potency for such 4 
purpose. 


f. 
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However, that is only the flimsy framework for a story 
interesting enough when it deals with sand yachts and yachting, 
butterflies and other natural phenomena and the day to day 
activities of bicycle cleaning, caravan living and the natural 
antics of children on holiday, their worshipful approach to 
old cars and so on. Though not markedly individualised, 
the children function well as a group, backed up by more 
sharply defined adults, and the many improvisations necessary 
where money is scarce but invention keen will intrigue most 
young readers. The author is well assisted by her illustrator 
who from first to last seizes every point and develops it to 
the enhancement of the story and the true understanding 
of character and incident. 


Moore, P. Rockets and Earth Satellites. Illus. 


144 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ : ‘ Muller 9/6 
As the author says, people who seriously believe in the 
possibility of interplanetary travel are not now looked upon 
as something not quite mentally balanced, and he has long 
been in the forefront of that group of persons. In this book 
he leads up to the present achievements from early history, 
even as far back as 350 B.C. He takes up about half his 
book in this historical survey since the facts of present days 
rockets and satellites cannot be described in much detail in 
a way that the readers for whom this book is designed can 
appreciate, and consequently these take up comparatively little 
of the book. Nevertheless the young reader should absorb 
a fair idea of what it is all about. The photographic 
illustrations will demand more attention than the text I fear. 


VaTson, J. Stamps and howe Illus. 141 pp. 
8t xX 54 : Faber 12/6 
“Thematic,” or as the Americans call it, “Topical” 
collection of stamps is growing in popularity and many 
governments would seem to be alive to its commercial value. 
The range is wide and the material ever growing, and “Ship” 
stamps are more popular than most. ‘This book sets out to 
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inform the collector what stamps are available and in an 
account of the development of the ship from earliest times 
gives suggestions on the available stamps that illustrate this 
development, so that a young enthusiast will be able to divide 
his collection into coherent groups which, with appropriate 
notes, could make a satisfying pictorial outline of his theme. 
Whether so small a theme requires a full-length such as this 
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Martin, N. Occupation for Kay. Illus. by J. 
Charleton. 169 pp. : : Macmillan 9/4 


Meyne.i, L. Nurse Ross Takes Over. 160 pp. 
3x5 . ; : Hamish Hamilton 8 /q 








is another question. The plates of photographic illustration 
of some of the stamps to form groups are good and informative 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


This story of Kay, who chooses occupational therapy for 
a career instead of taking a university course is rathey 
disappointing. It is obviously the result of visits to school 
and centres, viewing the departments in action, learning b 





report what the course of training entails and _ takinglYot 


painstaking notes to build up into a career novel. Unfortunatel 
the result is diffuse and scrappy ; there is no cohesion an 
the real focus of the story is Kay’s inability to convince he 
friend Nigel of the value of her work until a remarkabl 
coincidence, early foreseen by the reader, changes his opinio 
overnight. 

There is no doubt that this is a very worthwile caree 
and also that the general public has only a hazy idea of wha 
is involved in it and what can be accomplished. But an 
career story, to be convincing and compelling, needs mor 
purposeful focus and at least a few really highlights in th 
job itself. It should be an inside story with something t 
seize and remember — even incipient romance tends to vitiat 
the pursuit of a career. Here the enthusiasm of the student 
has mainly emotional basis and the reader becomes confused 
skipping from training school to mental hospital to hom 
training and so on and so on. It is a readable book but i 
is doubtful whether it will draw many recruits to th 
profession. 


“The last generation of District Nurses used to do th 
same amount of work with nothing better than a bicycle t 
get round on,’ Nurse Ross reminds herself when she fee! 
unduly tired after an arduous period of work. But eve 
today, with a car to help her, a District Nurse has one o 
the least glamorous and most exacting, but one of the mos 
worth-while jobs. This story gives, in fictional form, a 
excellent picture of the duties she undertakes, the trials an 
disappointments she may expect and the rewards which almos 
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certainly await her if she approaches her task with sincerity 
and determination. It also gives a very good background of 
village life and an insight into those aspects of it which make 
it so much more satisfactory and personal a field of endeavour 
than a large city can be to many people. Not really a “Career” 
book but better than Sue Barton in its way because it shows 
an English way of life and does not hold out the dubious 
carrot of matrimony and finish with an obvious romance as 
the majority of so-called “Career” books do. Such a pleasant 
nurse will probably marry in time but meanwhile she gives 
her full mind and energies to her work. 


Younc, P. M. Music Makers of Today. Illus. by 
M. Cosman. 190 pp. 8 X 53 . . Dobson 12/6 


In this successor to Music Makers and More Music 
Makers, Dr. Young tells of eleven composers, all of whose 
lives extend well into the present century. It is a book for 
any serious young student of modern music but it is so 
attractively written that even a comparative novice could take 
pleasure in it. So much biography pads out a few meagre 
facts in the attempt to make a book or an article, but here 
there is no padding because attention is concentrated on the 
work of the composer. This work is examined in some detail, 
analysed and commented upon, set against its social background 
and related to its past and to its future. This is no book 
to be read through and laid aside, but each chapter repays 
careful study with the music itself. As an aid to this the 
author gives an admirable appendix of “Works to hear and 
to perform.” There is also a glossary of “inescapable 
technical terms.” 

A great deal could be said about the detail and painstaking 
way in which the author explains the structure of the music 
under review and the methods and development of each 
composer’s work. Suffice it to say, however, that here is an 
introduction to the great figures of modern music which should 
be in every library and the private possession of every young 
person really interested in music. It is rarely that a man 
of such experience and knowledge as Dr. Young is able and 
willing to impart that knowledge so simply and in such 
engaging and human fashion. 





Books in Foreign Languages 







































FRENCH 
Acuarp, A. Une Armée Prisonniére. Illus. by F. 
Funcken . .  Casterman 180 f 


An eye- -witness account of the 1870 debacle, when th 
French army was broken by the Prussians. It is the sto 
of the young narrator’s enlistment, and little-delayed captur 
A terrible sojourn on a barren prison island inspires th 
desperate captive to plot evasion. The _long-awaite 
opportunity offers itself. A peasant agrees to guide t 
runaway to the Belgian frontier. 

“Venez, me dit-il brusquement. 

“Je le suivis. Il marchait d’un air tranquille, et siffla 
entre ses dents. Chemin faisant, a travers des ruelles qui 
semblaient interminables, nous rencontrions des soldats prussie 
qui me regardaient . . . aucun d’eux ne songa a m/arréte 
Le coeur me battait 4 m’étouffer. Une femme vint qui 
mit a causer avec mon guide; je l’aurais étranglée; il ralent 
son pas, puis la congédia, et reprit sa course le long d 
ruelles . . . Il entra enfin dans une maison petite et pauvr 
et me pria de monter dans le grenier. 

“Et vous n’en bougerez que quand vous me verrez . 

“J’attendis 1a quinze minutes qui me parurent longu 
comme des nuits sans sommeil . . . la porte s’ouvrit, et m 
paysan parut. 

“Tl est temps, me dit-il . 

The plain, forceful style carries the narrative wel 
Satisfying, uncomplicated reading for the older student. 


Bouruiacuet, L. Les aan de l’Are. Illus. 
by S. Deleuil ‘ ‘ Magnard 
Here is a lively and amusing story for boys and girls 
11 to 15 years by the author of Pouk et ses Loups-Garo 
Again there is a country school in the mountains of Southe 
France and a schoolboy hero, Lin, who. not only comman 
his “Company of Archers’ but also sets out to save his ho 
in the deserted village of Roc from falling into the aby 
where other houses have fallen. The cliff on which th 
have been built is continually undercut by a roaring torr 
of water which Lin plans to divert into a deep grotto. T 
young schoolmaster who really dominates the action of t 
story prevents Lin’s plan from turning into tragedy and the 
is a happy ending which solves the problem of Lin and 
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grandparents. The story is full of comic situations and 
amusing characters. The dialogue is witty and the descriptive 
passages have much charm. 
TuHiers, A. Napoléon a Sainte-Héléne. Illus. by F. 
Funcken. .  Casterman 180 fr. 
A faintly embittered account of Napoleon’s last - years 
on the island of St. Helena, where the great ex-conqueror 
chafed under unwelcome and sometimes petty restrictions 
imposed on him by the English captors. The willing student 
of Napoleon will not be deterred by the partisan, and 
necessarily anti-English bias of the writer, but the leaden 
atmosphere, and analytical treatment, will discourage readers 
hopeful of romance and adventure. Advanced. 
De Vicny, A. La Canne de Jonc. Illus. by F. 
Funcken . : Casterman 180 fr. 
Captain Renaud’s ‘account of his youthful adoration of 
Napoleon and his progressive disillusionment with his idol 
and warmongering. A moving, saddening witness to human 
failings for the sensitive reader, and a foil to the preceding 


title. Advanced. 





GERMAN 
Bartos-Hoppner, B. Der Gezahmte Falke. Illus. 
by N. Plump ‘ ; Thienemann 7.50 DM 


Set in Iceland, half this story is given over to the rather 
primitive life in the Gulldal Hof, where the boy Arni is 
greatly influenced by his grandfather who puts the farm 
before everything else and whose greatest pleasure is falconry. 
Arni’s mother, a German and a townswoman at heart, is 
unable to reconcile herself to the life after her husband’s 
death, and when she feels that her young son is more devoted 
to his grandfather than to her, she goes back to Germany. 
But the death of Arni’s grandfather brings changes in the 
boy’s life and the scene moves to Reykjavik where Arni goes 
to school. But nothing reconciles him to the city life and 
finally he returns to Gulldal. 

The background of this story is very full and detailed 
and gives an excellent idea of the country, its scenery, people 
and customs, and the great contrast between the country life 
and that of the modern city of Reykjavik. The style of 
writing is straightforward and suited to pupils in the middle 
and advanced grades. 














PAGE 24 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Bruns, U. Dick u. Dalli u. die ponies. Illus. by 
Prinzessin Salm. . Herder 6.20 DM 


Forget the title of this dundie and inaptly named book. 
lt is a book for every child and has no relationship with the 
pony books so prolifically produced in this country. Dick 
and Dalli, sisters, live in the Jantzenhof where Shetland and 
Icelandic ponies are bred and trained for hard work. A town 
bred cousin, Ethelbert, comes on a visit and proves a great 
disappointment to the sisters. Grandmama, a shrewd energetic 
old lady rules the estate and astutely helps to reform Ethelbert 


so that in the end he becomes as fond of ponies as Dick and 
Dalli. 


Excellent characterisation, a country scene unfamiliar to 
English children, plenty of action, make a very good story. 
Though the language is in advance of the theme, where 
English readers are concerned, there is sufficient humour of 
a subtler kind, and sufficient information to make it acceptable 
to the intermediate and advanced grades who will be able 
to read it. Good modern German language and full page 
illustrations of the ponies attract, and while this is no literary 
masterpiece it is a sound everyday story with new interests 
and a common appeal to all classes. 


StraTit-SavEr, L. Die Kinder vom Hollatal. Illus. 
by G. v. Wille-Burckhardt . . Thienemann 7.80 DM 


From start to finish there ‘s not a dull moment in this 
entertaining story of the people of the Hollatal. It is full 
of incident beginning with the school Frau Siebentenf helps 
her hubsand with the weaker pupils with sweets and cakes 
as a spur and a reward, continuing with the life on the farm 
and the holidays, the flood which causes much excitement 
and anxiety but fortunately little real harm, and finally the 
festal welcome prepared for the doctor’s wife on her return 
from hospital. Every person living in the valley enters the 
picture and most of them are strongly individualised. Jorge, 
Heidi, Pipsel and her friends, Hermann and his animals, 
particularly the pig Hawelmann, the schoolmaster and doctor 
and their wives, the postmistress, are all clearly defined and 
even the doctor’s green jeep has a character all its own. Some 
of the humour is rather subtle for younger children but will 
be appreciated by the older English pupils who are able to 
read the book. 
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THE BRIDGE 


The books included in this section have been chosen from among 
‘Adult’ novels as being suitable for inclusion in the Intermediate Library 
and are generally suggested for reading by young people from 15 to 19. 
They are not necessarily of very recent publication. 


Autan, D. Charity Begins at Home ; Hale 12/6 
Catherine Shaw’s life changed completely when the death 

of her father obliged her to leave London to live with her 
severe Presbyterian grandmother in Glasgow. A _ casual 
meeting with Lord Strathblane gained a champion for the 

girl but her own reserve and the strictness of her upbringing 

led her into difficulties which later almost wrecked her 
marriage. Slightly old-fashioned to the modern girl yet some 

of the problems encountered are universal. For older girls. 


Caste, J. AND Hairey, A. Flight Into Danger 
Souvenir Press 11/6 
A nerve racking story of a charter plane flying from 
Winnipeg to Vancouver. There are no murders, no crimes, 
but a real life emergency high above the earth and far from 
salvation. Young people with strong nerves will enjoy the 
story and breathe a sigh of relief at the end. 


Griekson, E. The Captain General 

Chatto & Windus 15/- 
A novel built round the Duke of Alva’s period as 
Captain General of the Netherlands and his unsuccessful 
attempt to capture the Prince of Orange who had wisely left 
the country temporarily. Count Egmont is not so fortunate 
as the Prince since he cannot believe in Alva’s treachery and 
remains loyal to the King of Spain to his own undoing. 
Interwoven with the historical incidents is the love story of 
the determined Catherine de Blaymont and Montara one of 
Alva’s favourite young officers. A story full of intrigue and 
excitement almost unbearably tense at times, set against a 
backcloth of mediaeval pageantry and violence with the 

unscrupulous, ruthless Alva dominating all about him. 
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Kent, N. Flight from a Shadow . Macdonald 12/6 


Mararic, J. J. Gideon’s Month. Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 


Rocers, S. Hazards of the Deep . W. H. Allen 18/- 


Saint, D. J. Storm in the Village . M. Joseph 15/- 











Catherine Harman, daughter of a Sussex farmer, lives 
a sheltered life and is by nature ill-adapted for responsibility. 
She fails in most of her relationships, with her parents, friends 
and particularly with her children. She is not unaware of 
her faults and her stronger minded friend Joanna tries to 
make her face reality but it is not until Catherine reaches a 
real crisis that she is able to gather her forces and approach 
her problems sensibly. An interesting study of a not unusual 
temperament likely to interest the more reflective type of older 
girl. 










The latest in the series of detective novels in which 
Commander George Gideon of Scotland Yard takes the chief 
part. Although the story is fictional and the characters 
imaginary, the reader gets a good idea of the working of the 
Police Force — its difficulties and frustrations, the patience 
and painstaking attention to detail which is essential and also 
the tenacity which never really allows an unsolved crime to 
be forgotten. Gideon is a very 1eal, human and believable 
figure and though there is necessarily a certain amount of bad 
language in the book and some very unpleasant situations, 
yet these are outweighed by the ki:owledgeable way in which 
the work of the Yard is described and the convincing hunting 
down of the criminals. Exciting and quite different from the 
ordinary detective story, this is recommended as a likely crime 
deterrent. 


A collection of little known stories of the sea, told by 
an authority on all things maritime, this is recommended for 
older boys and girls who are particularly interested in the 
subject. Much heroism, some mystery, many unnerving 
hazards and some roguery are to be found in these pages. 
It is a pity that one of the least interesting stories comes first. 


Those who made friends with the Fairacre folk in 
Village Diary and Village School will welcome further news 
from the pen of the village school-mistress. In this chronicle, 
Hundred Acre Field, the local beauty spot, is threatened with 
conversion into a building site for a new housing estate. The 
local reaction is divided; the shopkeepers foresee increased 
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custom, the quiet-lovers anticipate disturbance, and the vicar 
is torn between welcoming new members to his flock and 
wondering if the new estate will have a church of its own. 
Even the school may be affected and Miss Read fears that 
she may lose her older scholars. Pleasantly written and again 


well illustrated by J. S. Goodall. For older girls. 


Tovey, D. Cats in the Belfry. 1957 Elek Books 15/- 
This has been described by Michael Joseph as the funniest 
cat book he has ever read. The author and her husband are 
both fond of animals in the home and had had a squirrel and 
mice as pets, but it was not until they succumbed to the 
beauty of Siamese cats that they realised how their life could 
be ruled by four-footed things. In fact their home was put 
in turmoil by the bewitching blue-eyed Sugieh and her kittens 
— the two fighting blue-point brothers, the small alluring 
she-kitten and Solomon the fat boy of the family who was 
dropped on his head so often by his mother in his infancy that 
he was declared to be not quite right in the head. Maurice 
Wilson drew the delightful dust jacket and line illustrations. 
Girls 15 plus. 


Watms.Ley, L. Sound of the sea . . Collins 15/- 
In this novel of a Yorkshire coastal village and the 
community living there at the turn of the century the author 
writes of his childhood, his optimistic but struggling artist 
father, his loving but Victorian mother, the fisherfolk, the 
lifeboatmen and all the excitements large and small incidental 
to their lives. It is in the main a story of simple delights 
and sorrows but tragedy enters when the beloved and only 
surviving son of the autocratic old vicar, after receiving a 
hero’s welcome on his return from the Boer War, goes mad, 
lives for a time with two attendants at the vicarage, but 
creates terror in the village when he escapes in the fog. A 
nostalgic novel but of interest to younger people who enjoy 
authentic stories of other but not very distant times. 


Wituams, E. Dragoman Pass . ‘ Collins 15/- 
Although, as the author says, this book is, for obvious 

reasons, written as fiction, it is equally obviously founded on 
fact. The journey through countries behind the Iron Curtain 
made by Roger Starte and his wife Kate in a Land Rover 
undoubtedly has much in common with the actual journey 
made by Williams and his wife in a similar vehicle in 1956. 
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The Startes go on a private fact-finding tour and in this meet 
difficulties such as most of us would expect, but their journey 
is further complicated when they meet another Englishman 
who seeks their help to leave the country. They become 
involved with secret police and security officers and drive 
over the most impossible roads, trying pass after pass befo 
they finally get out to safety. An exciting and generally 
convincing story suitable for older adolescents of both sexes, 








